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Volunteer Day 
 
Our fall volunteer day was a rousing success.   
 
Beautification of our much-loved antique building needs plenty of TLC.   
 
Our parents, staff and board delivered to this end and then some.  We 
cannot thank you enough for your labor and for spending a Saturday 
with us. 
 
We dusted, painted, de-cluttered, vacuumed, scrubbed, raked, planted 
and decorated the hallway.  We filled dozens of garbage bags and made 
countless treks outside to our garbage pails. 
 
 Thank you to: Ybi Acosta, Heather Logan, Amanda Duggan, Emma Pisapia, Elissa Piacquadio, Michelle 

Kemp, Sue and Don Kendrick, Dan Huyssen, Kristina and Ed O’Gorman, Maggie Mascia, Jody Toth, Tish 
Diggle, Maylien Herm, Eric Borcherding, Julie Kelly and Sharon Jimenez 
 
An especially hearty thank you goes to Alison Madrigal, our Volunteer Day coordinator. 
 
No worries – if you could not join us for our fall Volunteer Day, we will schedule a spring clean-up day 
in April or May (details to follow). 
 
Here Comes Winter 
 
Living in the northeast has so many advantages.  One of the favorites is the proximity to New York City, 
Boston, Philadelphia, Washington, D.C. and every place in between.  With that wealth of culture, access to 
beaches and mountains and myriad food choices, who would want to live any place else? 
 
Yet, with the allure of the cities and countryside of the northeast, comes the disenchantment of potentially 
severe weather.  From hurricanes to tornados to nor’easters to heat waves to blizzards and ice storms and 
snow squalls – you name it – we have it all. 
 
Thus, another winter descends upon us, maybe it will be mild, perhaps it will be overwhelming?  What do 
the pundits and forecasters really know?  How accurate will the Farmer’s Almanac be?  For now, we prepare 
by having our salt and shovels ready, having the plough guy’s number on speed dial, and, most importantly, 
communicating with families and staff as to what our snow day procedures are.   
 
Below see our procedures for snow days, early dismissals and delayed openings.  
 



 
 
 

*********IMPORTANT PROCEDURES REGARDING INCLEMENT WEATHER ********* 
 
As the threat of severe winter weather looms towards us, this is a summary our procedures for any full day 
closures/delayed openings/early dismissals. 
 
Decision to close/delayed opening 

 If the local public schools close (Tarrytown, Irvington), EMCCC will close 

 If the local public schools are delayed, we will delay 

 If the weather turns dangerous during the day, we may close early* 

*In the event of an early dismissal, we will email you, post to our Facebook page and alert Chanel 12 
 
Communication 

 Call EMCCC’s main number, 914-631-2126.  A message will be on the answering machine by 6 am 

 Go to the www.masciachildcare.org website.  Click the Facebook link.  A message will appear there 

 Check your email for a Constant Contact message 

 Check Cablevision Channel 12 for an update 

 
 
NOTE: We have the discretion to close or delay regardless of the school districts’ decision based on the 
safety of families and staff 
 
We understand that delays in openings, early closings, and full day closings can be a hardship for those 
parents who must report to work despite the weather.  Such decisions will not be made lightly and will 
only be made with the safety of the children and staff as the driving force.  Your anticipated understanding 
and cooperation is greatly appreciated.  
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2017 Schedule of EMCCC Closing Dates 
 
 
 
 Monday, January 2    New Year’s Day Observed 

 
 Monday, January 16     Martin Luther King’s Birthday 

 
 Monday, February 20    President’s Day 

 
 Friday, April 14    Spring Holiday 

 
 Monday, May 29    Memorial Day 

 
 Monday, July 3    Summer Holiday 

 
 Tuesday, July 4     Independence Day 
 
 Friday, September 1    End of Summer Holiday 

 
 Monday, September 4    Labor Day 

 
 Thursday, November 23    Thanksgiving 

 
 Friday, November 24    Thanksgiving 

 
 Monday, December 25     Winter Holiday 
 
 Tuesday, December 26    Winter Holiday 
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 BiAges 3 - 5: It is time to hit the road, so a tricycle is a great gift for this age group.  Motor skills continue to be on 
the upswing, so buy puzzles with large pieces, and introduce them to safety scissors and simple crafts.  Little girls 
will like to dress up and have tea, while little boys will spend hours moving cars around a track.  This is the age 
where fads take hold, so be prepared to start a collection of whatever is hot. 

 Age 5 - 9: Peer pressure hits this age group with a force, and parents will find that only particular toys are 
acceptable.  It is important to keep them learning, so make certain they have computer games and sports 
equipment.  Crafts that are more complicated can be introduced, and that full-fledged bicycle will require a sturdy 
helmet.  There are age-appropriate science kits available, and kids will love to strap on outdoor gear and go 
exploring. 

No matter the age, remember that safety is the key.  Is the child mature enough to handle and understand the toy?  
While a child may want what is pitched in the latest TV ad campaign, buying age-appropriate toys is the best way to 
insure that your child will have a fun, interesting, and safe childhood.  
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Toys for Kids: A Guide to Buying Age-Appropriate Toys by Ishi Bansal 

 

Kids learn in different ways during different times of their development.  What was exciting and interesting to a child 
at age two may become boring when they turn four.  Trying to find play items that intrigue and stimulate a child can 
be difficult.  There are thousands of choices on the toy aisles, each one claiming to be the best. 

In addition, parents aren't the only ones making the decisions.  As kids age, they want a part in the selection process.  
TV advertisements and peer pressure push children into demanding "must-have" toys, even if they are not age 
appropriate.  Moreover, as most parents quickly discern, the most popular toys are usually the most expensive and 
the hardest to find. 

Most toys come with an age recommendation.  This recommendation is based on a number of factors, including the 
age of the child, the expected motor skills, and the level of maturity.  However, age labeling should be taken with a 
grain of salt.  Kids mature at different rates, so it is important to think about your child's capabilities when selecting a 
toy. 

Here are some guidelines and suggestions for choosing age-appropriate toys: 

 Birth to 1 Year: Children of this age do not really play, but shapes, colors, and anything that makes a sound 
intrigue them.  Soft stuffed animals, squeaky bath toys, and large, colorful balls will intrigue these new little people.  
Lay your child on a quilt and place an "activity gym" over him.  These gyms have dangling toys that will catch his 
eye, and he will try to grab or kick them, teaching him to use his developing muscles.  Children of this age love to 
be held, so settle down with some cloth or vinyl books and introduce her to the world of reading. 

 Ages 1 - 3: As every parent knows, children go mobile at this age, and their toys need to be mobile as well.  Also, 
remember, that toddlers play next to other children, rather than with other children, so keep that in mind when 
selecting age-appropriate toys.  Some great choices for this age group include walking toys that kids can push, 
like baby carriages or small grocery carts.  Children in this age group are starting to work on their motor skills, so 
plenty of paper and thick crayons are essential.  Pounding toys are very popular (unfortunately!), and trucks and 
dolls are often the toy of choice.  It is at this age that little people want to mimic big people, so pretend kitchens 
and toy telephones can make them feel just like mom and dad. 
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